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2010 Nominating Meeting Tuesday, January 11th Pool & Yacht Club
2010 Deposit Deadline Friday January 15th SPYC Office
Boot Hockey Saturday, Noon On the General
Minneapolis Boat Show January 20th - 24th Convention Center
2010 SPYC Elections February 9th, 7:30 p.m. Pool & Yacht Club
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ANCHOR & LINE
The Saint Paul Yacht Club was founded in 1912 as the Saint Paul Motor Boat Club for the purpose of fostering a greater interest in
motor boating and the Mississippi River.  In 1934 the club adopted its present name, S.P.Y.C., and continues more than 90 years of
service to its members and the community.

St.PaulYachtClub
Dedicated to safe and affordable boating through cooperative efforts...

FOUNDED 1912

100 Yacht Club Rd. B-1, St. Paul, MN 55107

Anchor & Line
S.P.Y.C.
100 Yacht Club Road, B1
Saint Paul  MN 55107
651-292-8964

Please submit articles, stories, photos,
etc. to the Editor, S.P.Y.C., 100 Yacht
Club Road B-1 Saint Paul,  MN 55107
E-mail: Office@spyc-mn.org
Web:http://stpaulyachtclub.org

Deadline
Articles must be submitted by the 
25th of the month for publication the
following month. 

Roger Anderson, Editor
Off season personal watercraft - Minnesota style
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ommodore’ s Repor t -- U69 Scuttlebutt - 
U69 Scuttlebutt – It’s a new year and the SPYC is ready to make the
best of 2010. After the holidays are past I start thinking about the new
boating season ahead. This is probably spurred a little by the bill for
dues and slip deposit that show up in the mail the first week of the year,
or the fact that the boat show is a few weeks away. I know I’d rather be
on the river right now than slipping and sliding on the ice that seems to
be everywhere this year. Regardless, we have two months of winter
behind us and the next four should go fast.

Boat show - We will have a booth in the Minneapolis Boat Show again
this year, more to promote transient dockage than to sell slips, since we
now have a small waiting list already. If you have any sales experience
and time to contribute, please contact the office for a time slot. We
appreciate your help with this. 

Deposits – Get your deposits in now to reserve your slip. As mentioned
above, we have a waiting list and plan fill any slips that do not have the
deposit in on Jan. 15th from the list.   

Elections - It is time to elect the 2010 board of directors. We need to
elect another group of good boaters to make the tough decisions that
keep this club going. Please plan to attend the January general meeting
where the nominations take place and make sure you vote in February. 

Pay your bill - We have $60,000 in receivables that is about 20,000 more
than last year. If you owe the club any amount, please pay it promptly or
call the office and set up a payment plan.  We will be cracking down on
delinquent accounts and slow payments this year. Thank you for your
full cooperation on this issue.

Security – So far there have not been any security issues in the boat yard
or parking lots.

Vessel Safety Checks – This is another rule we are going to insist every
boat comply with after the fire at River Heights last fall and the fires we
have had in the past. If you did not comply in 2009 your lease for 2010
will not be renewed. Please take this seriously…we are.

With that said…Lets go boating!

Gordy

Congratulations to the 
newlyweds Gordy Mergens

and Patty McGough. 
They were married in Tokyo,

Japan on a recent trip!

Having served as SPYC Commodore in
both the twentieth and twenty-first cen-
turies; two years in the 90's and now
three years in the 00's, it is clearly time
for me to haul anchor and move to a
quieter part of the harbor and let our
many talented, competent and experi-
enced members of the club take over
the leadership of this historically signifi-
cant organization. 

Therefore, I have notified past-com-
modore Greg denBleker, chair of the
nominating committee, that I will not be
a candidate for Commodore this election
cycle.   I will continue to serve on the
board of directors as immediate past
commodore, as per our by-laws, and
look forward to fulfilling those duties
assigned to me by our new commodore.  

Thank you to all SPYC members who
have helped make my years as com-
modore possible, productive and enjoy-
able.

As you were

Peter Kramer
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St. Paul Yacht Club Board Meeting10/26/09 
 

Board Members present: 
 

 
Guests Present: Roger Anderson, later, Will Steger, and Paul Ormseth 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:02PM. 
 
With no guests present initially, there was no opening forum at the start. 
 
The previous meeting minutes were accepted. 
 
The treasurer’s report was detailed, winter rentals up 17%, with 127 boats in storage. 
The report was accepted as presented. 
 
Operations report – between 127 and 130 boats have been pulled, another 5 to go. 1 boat had 
some minor damage to its gel coat; we will repair after it’s launched in the spring. Ramp “G” 
needs work. The ramp is quite slick when wet. Winterizing of the docks will start soon. The gas 
dock will be pulled in 1 or 2 weeks for storage in the harbor. Several board members will meet 
with the city and corps of engineers this week about the silting study. We expect a lease 
extension from the city in the next week or 2. One boat on the Dahlgren dock is apparently 
testing engines and may not be driveable. Another boat in the lower harbor is now powered and 
should be in compliance with club regulations. We had a discussion about replacing the yard 
trailer, whether to look for new or used, and when we will have to act.  
 
Green Marina – no report. 
 
Social – There will be a Halloween party Oct 31 on the “General”. The “James Boys” will be 
performing from 8:00 to 10:00. It will be “potluck”, and there will be a costume contest. The 
holiday party will be Dec. 12 at the Pool and Yacht Club. The Commodore’s Ball will be May 8. 
 
At this time, Will Steger arrived and made a presentation of his proposed new boat. The hull 
would be 16’ x 72’, with a 16’ x 55’ two-deck cabin, mostly made with recycled material. The 
overall boat would be 20’ x 72’ with its side walkways installed. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:32. 
 
Respectfully submitted; 
 
Dennis Sando, Secretary 
 

Commodore Vice 
Comm 

Secretary Treasurer Board Board Board Board Board Board Past 
Comm 

Peter MJ Dennis Jerry Ralph Dave Jim Gordy Mark Tom  
Kramer Babcock Sando Quaal DeLong McCusik Johnson Mergens Mosby Marrone  

PK MJ DS JQ RD DM JJ GM MM TM  
x  x  x  x  x x  



From the Management...

As we close out on a decade- like we have done  a few days ago - it is inevitable that we take a look back and
see where we were 10 years ago vs. where we are today.  I have the perspective of having been here in the marina
over the last decade (I came in 1999) both as a boater and as an employee of the marina. I’ve seen some difficult
times and some good times. 

As I started these lists, I realized that Icould have gone on writing items for the “good” list well after I ran out of
ideas for the “bad” list. I think that’s as good a conclusion to this decade as anyone can hope for.

Going forward into a new decade, let’s minimize the bad and maximize the good. We can all start that by clean-
ing up any outstanding balances owed the club and getting the deposits (or maybe even full payments) in by the
deadline of January 15th. We will be at the boat show January 20-24 and we will have a handful of slips to fill, at
least based on what Iknow right now. The economy is still an issue this year - as some of you personally know -
and we need to keep marketing ourselves.

Don’t forget the Nominating meeting of Tuesday, January 12th and the Election/Annual Meeting Tuesday
February 9th, both at 7:30 p.m. and both at the Pool & Yacht Club. The nominations will be published in the next
issue of the Anchor and Line along with the annual board reports. Absentee ballots will be available by request.

Roger

Some bad - in no p articular order

Being $95,000 into our $100,000 credit line two weeks
before Christmas and wondering how to make the next
payroll. (2005)

Dropping a four year old 44’ Silverton boat off the
Travel Lift and totaling it. (2006)

Having a boat explode near our gas dock with the
result of several injuries and a total loss on the vessel.
(2007)

Losing someone who will always be a good friend and
part of this marina - Howard Dahlgren of the John
Theodore D. -(2008)

Losing someone who I didn’t really know but wish that
I would’ve had the opportunity to - Steve Harmon of
the Miss Harmony. (2005)

Watching helplessly as 5 boats are consumed by
flames in the boat yard. (2005)

Pushing our debt over $600,000 primarily as a result of
dredging. (2006)

Dealing with a “hundred year” flood, the second in four
years. (2001)

Some good - in no p articular order

Getting a tie along on the Miller Dock - the best place
in the entire marina. (1999)

Being hired as the Office Manager. (2001)

Planning, getting approval for, and building the
Dahlgren Dock addition. (2004-2005)

Finally getting $180,000 COE money to get the harbor
dredged. (2008)

Being hired as the Marina Business Manager and hav-
ing full responsibility. (2008)

Buying my 28’ Trojan 10 Minutes of Peace and bring-
ing her back to life. (2003)

Bringing ambitious, far reaching 12 year capital dock
construction program to a close. (2008)

Not even requiring ANY credit line for the last two
years. (2008, 2009)

Coming within 3 slips of filling up the marina for the
first time in several years. (2009)

Having my son Julian complete a successful season
as a gas dock attendant - his first job. (2009) 

Happy New Years Fellow Yacht Club  Members!
Well, it won’t be long and the boating season will be starting. I know everyone is looking
forward to it as well as myself. We still have stuff going on though here in the tundra!!

Sat. January 16th is the first event of the new year -  BOOT HOCKEY - on the
ice in the upper harbor starts at 12 pm and will go till whenever regardless of
the weather all are welcome and  you can play or not. The General will serve
as a warming house and everyone is encouraged to bring some thing to share
for POT LUCK. So please come down to play or cheer for your favorite players.
There will be more days on the ice to be announced and  we will also be picking
players for the ST PAUL YACHT CLUB ALLSTARS TEAM who will be scrimmaging
the MINNESOTA ROLLER DERBY GIRLS in February !!

The next year promises to be another fun filled season with more of the events every-
body loved and some new ones as well. You just never know what surprises are in
store for you at our events!

The social club is looking for more volunteers for the next season as well, help on all levels would be very much
appreciated. This is a exciting time with the new clubhouse coming, a great time to get involved and help shape
the club for our 100 year anniversary in 2012. Remember to thank last year’s volunteers if you see them for all
the great and memorable events we had in 2009. Without them they would not be possible! If interested please
contact me for information or to join at 651-356-2182 or email-thomasmarrone@msn.com.

We will also be launching our new web site soon so you’ll be able to see upcoming events on the calendar and
be using the email system more to reach all members. If we do not have your current email or phone number
please update with the office or my self to get in the loop . Remember you pay dues to be a part of our club so
take advantage of all there is to offer and plan on attending some or all events, you’ll meet new friends, reac-
quaint with old and share the sport we all have in common. So listen to the phone messages, open your emails
and read the Anchor & Line to be sure you know what coming  so you can enjoy boating even more!!

~the Continental ~

Dear SPYC Pals;

Many thanks for the wonderful, huge green plant you sent to brighten my days of rehab at the Shalom home after hip surgery at
Christmas. I’ll be well before boating season begins and Ilook forward to seeing you on the water. 

Terry Williams

Condolences to JoAnn Enos and family on the loss of her brother, Chuck Cardenas. JoAnn was also honored at
the Holiday Party for her years of volunteer service to the Social Committee. See picture elsewhere in this issue.

Please keep Wanda Pichelman your thoughts, she has been in the hospital since the 1st of the year. 

Terry Williams of the Leahrecently fell and broke his hip. The good news is that Terry underwent a successful hip
replacement operation and is already at home making a swift recovery. I am told they used marine grade titanium,
so Terry should be ready for the upcoming season. He sends his regards below:

Sunshine Report



2009 Holiday Party


